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National and International Accolades for Local Architect 

Kelly Lerner of One World Design Architecture

Local architect Kelly Lerner recently returned from Jakarta, Indonesia where she was awarded the 2005 World Habitat Award at the United Nations World Habitat Day Celebration. 

This award (one of two given each year) was presented in recognition of her work on the Straw-Bale Energy Efficient Housing Project that provides sustainable, seismically resistant housing to rural areas of cold northeastern China.

Over the past seven years, Ms. Lerner has worked with the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) introducing straw-bale construction technology in China. The project has built over 600 straw-bale houses and three straw-bale schools in five northeastern provinces in a project funded primarily by the Kadoorie Foundation of Hong Kong. Walls built from straw bales offer tremendous insulation value. The new houses require 68% less heating coal than the standard brick houses, thereby improving living conditions through reduced fuel costs, carbon dioxide emissions and air pollution. Engineering for the project was provided by David Mar of Tipping Mar + Associates of Berkeley, CA.
The award was presented by Dr. Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director of UN-HABITAT and UN Under Secretary General; Indonesian Vice President, Jusuf Kalla; and Diane Diacon, Executive Director of the Building and Social Housing Foundation, an organization that promotes exemplary sustainable housing solutions.

In addition to her international development work, Ms. Lerner has a private practice based in Spokane, WA and designs sustainable, ecologically friendly housing throughout the Pacific Northwest. Her work has been highlighted in numerous books and magazines.
She was recently named one of the top 10 eco-architects for 2005 by Natural Home and Garden magazine. 

Ms. Lerner just completed her book, Natural Remodeling for the Not-So-Green House – Bringing Your Home into Harmony with Nature, co-authored by Carol Venolia. It was released by Lark Books in August 2006. ISBN 1579906540
Background information, and high-resolution photos of the World Habitat Award Ceremony and the China project are available.
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