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NEWS RELEASE


For homeowners who want to make their existing homes both green and gorgeous, but don’t know where to begin—help has arrived! “Natural Remodeling for the Not-So-Green House: Bringing Your Home into Harmony with Nature” makes “greening up” a home easy, fun, and satisfying.
(Spokane, WA and Santa Rosa, CA—August 1, 2006) Award-winning green architects Carol Venolia and Kelly Lerner have just completed their new book Natural Remodeling for the Not-So-Green House: Bringing your Home into Harmony with Nature, available online, in bookstores, and at green building material showrooms August 1. 

This full-color, lavishly illustrated guide shows you how to turn your existing home into an eco-paradise—on any budget. Starting with your unique home and climate, Venolia and Lerner teach the basics of ecological renovation: How to assess your home, create a strategy, choose the best green materials, use energy efficiently, and restore your home’s connections with the natural world. The authors present practical, straightforward ways to contribute to a healthier planet right away, as well as more advanced moves for larger projects.  

Natural Remodeling takes homeowners through a step-by-step process to sort through the confusing array of green options, focusing on strategies to create their own unique, green dream home. With over 400 color photos, up-close case studies of eco-remodels in every climate, and an extensive resource list, the book will educate, inspire, and empower homeowners to make their next home-improvement project a green one!

This beautiful, user-friendly guide debunks the myth that you have to start from scratch if you want a home that’s good for you and the earth. In fact, readers will find that even simple eco-renovation projects can transform their homes into vibrant spaces that nurture body and soul while being good for the environment.

Authors Carol Venolia and Kelly Lerner know what they’re talking about. Both are architects with decades of ecological design experience and impressive portfolios encompassing buildings of earth, straw, “good wood,” and other environmentally responsible materials. 

Carol Venolia, named a Green Design Trailblazer by Natural Home Magazine, has been involved with ecological design for over 30 years. In addition to her architectural practice, she directs the EcoDwelling program at New College of California and writes the “Design for Life” column for Natural Home Magazine. 

Kelly Lerner was named one of the top 10 U.S. eco-architects by Natural Home Magazine and received the BSHF/United Nations 2005 World Habitat Award for introducing straw-bale construction to China. A self-described “Do-It-Yourself Queen,” she has been fixing up houses since she could hold a tape measure and pound nails with a toy hammer. 
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